geographically. This narrative encompasses the European experience of dealing with the memory of Fascism in particular and with the legacy of political violence, the so-called European Civil War that ravaged the continent in the interwar period 1919-39. Too often, the Spanish case is seen out of the international context, "proving" that Spain today still is not normal. In reality, historical memory in Spain is just a local version, with very specific situations and cases, of an ongoing international revision of both the role of politics and history in society. This revision has created what we call a crisis in the postwar consensus on historical memory. With this broad perspective in mind, I will first explain the evolution of the concept of anti-Fascism in post-1945 Europe. The reason for this is that both the language and the reasoning of the MRHM are heavily indebted to this anti-Fascist tradition. The Italian case will be described because I believe that the evolution of that country's historiography clearly indicate the venues and risks of trying to build a new historical memory. Second, I will identify the developments in and the connections between both recent Spanish history and historiography. Third, I will demonstrate how and why the MRHM emerged, as well as its achievements and shortcomings. Finally, this chapter will offer venues for a future debate by exploring questions such as the relationship between history and historical memory, ownership of the past, the purpose of remembering, and how we relate to both victims and perpetrators. The overall objective is to show the need to develop a new paradigm for historical analysis in the study of political violence based on humanistic, democratic, and universal values.
Anti-Fascism and Postwar European Identity
The inconvenient past of the anti-Fascist movement started in the mid1970s. While this happened in many parts of Europe, developments in Italian historiography have been most significant in terms of its proximity and relevance to the Spanish case. The contrast between the Italian and the Spanish examples shows that in spite of different political circumstances the evolution of both their historiographies shares a common trend toward a more critical view of the Left's own record. This includes an evolution toward a more humanistic and democratic approach, while it also coincides with a revival of old Right-wing clichés that have been trivialized by politicians and propagandists.
A critical approach to the Left's historical record began in Italy rather suddenly. In a very complete 1975 survey article on the Italian anti-Fascist
